Input for HMT East Observation Documentation Table
In planning for the upcoming Hydrometeorological Testbed (HMT) East field program it is important to gather detailed information on current observational resources currently in place in the state of North Carolina so that an accurate assessment can be made regarding how to deploy additional or mobile observing resources in data void regions as well as how to best leverage resources in order to create optimal observing strategies in support of HMT East. Attached is a template of the table that will be used to define current observational capabilities to assist in the HMT East planning process. Please fill in as much information as you can for each observation type that you have access to so that HMT East instrument deployment can be optimized.
The parameter definitions for the Obs Doc Table are:


Obs. Type; basic description of instrument (e.g. radar, tipping bucket rain gauge)

Location; latitude and longitude (degrees, minutes, seconds) and elevation (m)


Sampling; frequency that observations are made and recorded (# per unit time)

O/R; Is the information available within two hours of the observation time? 



If “yes”, O [=operational]



If “no”, R [=research]


Recording Device; how observations are recorded (e.g. data logger)

Access; how observations are accessed (e.g. web-based, data server)


Q.C.; Have observations undergone a quality control process?



“yes” or “no”


Ownership; What organization runs and maintains the Obs. Type?

Comments; relevant comments such as, 
“Information is available to the public” 
“Information is only for a limited distribution”

“Obs. Type will be retired in 2009”

“Obs. Type is seasonal” [e.g. operates only in winter]

The completed data tables (in electronic form, please) will be collected and compiled into a single document and presented to Drs. Marty Ralph and David Kingsmill on July 14, 2006. I’ll be setting up conference calls and making visits around the area on occasion from June 26 through July 13, 2006 to introduce myself, discuss items related to the HMT East observational database table, and to listen to your ideas for the HMT East scientific plan.
