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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Satisfactory completion of several course requirements will determine your final grade: 

1) Application essay 5% 
2) Completion of Advanced SKYWARN spotter training 5% 
3) Attendance at pre-departure meeting 10% 
4) Readings (checked by successful Moodle login) 5% 
5) Participation 45% 
6) Daily journal (Due July 1, 2013) 10% 
7) Final paper (Due July 1, 2013) 20% 

 
Readings 
Several articles and essays will appear on either the class Web site or the secure access version accessible from 
http://learnonline.unca.edu/.  While not specifically graded (except for a check on your successful access to 
Moodle), I encourage you to read these items since you will likely gain a greater depth of understanding when you 
are out in the field.  You may also find it useful to discuss concepts from the readings in your final paper.  
 
Participation 
You are expected to participate actively in forecasting activities, to contribute your thoughts and well-argued 
opinions regarding target areas, storm selection, and post-chase analyses, to assist with navigation, and to 
communicate clearly any necessary information when appropriate.  Please do not use headphones in chase mode so 
that you can pay attention to discussions and rapidly changing conditions.  Please ask questions during and after 
guest presentations.  You are expected to attend all group activities outlined in the itinerary, in addition to any 
pertinent NSSL seminars that will be announced.  You are expected to behave appropriately with courtesy and 
professionalism, whether in the van or at hotels, restaurants, and government or private facilities.  Please use clean 
language for the duration of the trip. 
 
Daily Journal 
Please keep a journal of your daily experiences.  This journal will include your own target area forecasts and the 
reasoning behind those forecasts.  It is acceptable to agree or disagree with the final group decision, but please 
provide justification for your target decision.  The journal should also include your observations throughout the day, 
both meteorological and with regard to the storm chasing experience.  You are not expected to take time to write in 
your journal during active chase situations, but please fill in the details later.  This is a formal writing assignment, so 
please use proper spelling and grammar.  Please turn in your journal with your final paper (see below). 
 
Final Paper 
Upon your return, please write a brief paper (4–6 pages of double-spaced text with 12-pt font) that analyzes the 
synoptic environment and the timing, location, and occurrence of storms for a particular case study.  Include a 
discussion of the accuracy of the official forecasts from the Storm Prediction Center and how those forecasts 
compare with your own forecast.  This case study should be for a chase day during your trip.  Show relevant 
graphics (e.g., maps or imagery) and also share a description of your own experience with the storms for this case 
study, including pictures if you have them.  Pictures and figures are not included in the page limits.  Recognizing 
that many of you have completed different levels of coursework, this paper will be graded based on the expected 
level of understanding and scholarship for someone in your position.  Of course, I expect that you will demonstrate 
your impeccable spelling and grammar skills.  The final paper is due on or before July 1, 2013.  This due date is 
firm and there will be no exceptions, even if you are suffering from the rigors of summer vacation. 
 
LANGUAGE 
Storm chasing is sometimes stressful or exciting and some may exhibit a propensity for foul language (i.e., naughty 
words that you would not hear on public broadcast media before 8 p.m.).  Much of this trip will be recorded with 
half a dozen video cameras and foul language can easily end up on film.  This ruins the footage 
for broadcast media (clean videos can sometimes translate to a substantial sum of money), 
promotional videos for UNC Asheville, and that great tornado footage that you want to show to 
your family.  Foul language also proves that you cannot think of a more elegant way to express 
yourself.  Please use clean language for the duration of this trip.  Should you experience a slip of 
the tongue, you will happily donate $1 to the gasoline fund.  This fee applies for every instance of 
foul language on the trip. 


